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POLITICAL. 


The Mitra Vilas (Lahore) of the 22nd November publishes Circulation, 
a long article, the substance of which ae 
is as follows :—One of the chief ob- 

jects of the late Afghan war was to impress the Afghans 

with an idea of our power, and to show them that our enmity 

was as much to be avoided as our friendship was to be sought. 

But unfortunately the result has been just the opposite. 

Those men who were exposed to tyranny and oppression under 

the Afghan rule welcomed the advent of our troops in Afghan- 

istan as their deliverers and rendered them every assistance 

in their power. They naturally incurred the displeasure of the 

persons in power. Now that we have withdrawn our troops 

from Afghanistan, they are ‘being oppressed by their enemies 

with a vengeance. To ‘say nothing of rewarding them for 

their services, we did not eren make any arrangements for 

the security of their lives and operty on our retirement, 

but left them to the tender mercies of their enemies. ‘Look 

at the fate of the Turi tribe f Kurram. ; 

Roberts occupied the provines, ‘he -invit 


The late Kabul war. 


Circulation, 
425 copies. 


Circulation, 


380 copies. 


enemies would take reprisals. 
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sardars to a durbar and told them that the Government 
meant to take permanent possession of that province. The 
Turis are a Shia people and have always been oppressed 
by their powerful Sunni neighbours. When our troops en- 
tered the valley, they cast in their lot with us and 
defied the authority of their old enemies. We kept the 
province in our possession for two years and have now 
evacuated it. When our troops left the place, the Turis fell 
upon their knees and told the British officers that their 
But no one listened to them. 
They are now oppressed by their enemies, and regret 
their folly in having sbown friendship towards us. The 


reader can easily imagine how far we have succeeded in 


convincing the Afghans that oar enmity is as much to be 
avoided as our friendsbip is to be sought ! 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the '30th November 
publishes a vernacular trauslation of 


te oe His Excellency the Viceroy’s address 


to the army, and remarks that it should be a matter of pride 


both to the European and Native troops that they were so 
highly praised by His Excellency. Even the Secretary of 
State sent a congratulatory message to the Viceroy for the 
troops. However, these praises and the medals which have 
beea promised are not enough for the Native troops. It is 
to be deeply regretted that the display of such bravery and 
loyalty by them in the late Afghan war has not induced the 
Government to increase the pay of the native soldiers and 
make the native military officers eligible for higher offices. 


The native troops should submit a petition to the Viceroy 
on the subject. 


The Anjuman-i- Panjab of the 26th Neven dez briefly . 
The Viceroy’s speeches refers to the speeches which His Ex- 
* cellency the Viceroy lately delivered at 


Lahore, and approves of the sentiments expressed ~ 1 
Excellency on different subjects. 
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The Oudh Punch of the 23rd November publishes a car- 
The Eastern policy of toon, in which Mr. Gladstone is re- 
Kugland. presented as having quite identified 
himself with Russia. He and the Czar are represented as one 
body with two heads. Mr. Gladstone is cutting his leg with 
an axe, and saying“ you and I are one; let no one say we 
are separate persons.“ 


The Vrit Dhdra (published in Marathi at Dhér) of the 
The retention of Kan. 220d November (received on the 29th 
har. idem) states that the Kabul war has 

ended. The whole of Afghanistan save Kandahar has 
already been evacuated, and there is reason to think that Kan- 

dahar will also be evacuated next summer. But many 
men who are well versed in frontier politics and are suspici- 
ous of Russian intrigues protest against the evacuation of 
Kandahar. Lord Napier of Magdala is also in favour of the 
retention of that province. The editor then refers to the 
grounds on which, in his opinion, the retention recommends 
itself: First, Ayub Khan is still at Herat, and peace and 
order have not yet been restordd in Afghanistan. It is not 
wise to retire from Kandahar in the present state of things. 
Secondy, we should not have absolute faith in the Amir Abdul 
Rahman Khan, as he has long lived on Russian money. Even 
if he should remain loyal to us, thera is little doubt that his 
people will throw off their allegiance to him in a crisis. 

Thirdly, Kandahar should be rotained as a recompensé for 
the immense loss which the war has involved. If it were 
abandoned, there would be no tangible result of the war, and 
all the tear of men and money would be considered wholly 
useless. Some persons say that at all events the war has suc- 
ceeded in impressing the Afghans with an idea of the power of 
the British Government and has taught them to fear it. But 
they are mistaken. It should be remembered that as long as 
the British troops were at pean the . continued 
to harass them. 18 5 7 a 0 
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Circutation, 
685 copies. 


Circulation, 
282 copies. 


of the Government up to the year 1835. In that year Lord 
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The Oudh Akhbdr of the 26th November states that Dr. 
Hunter's lecture has raised the question 

as to what benefits India has derived 
from England, and vice versd. The question is very warmly 
discussed by some papers in England. We do not see the 
use of such controversies. Such questions were never raised 
before. Now that England is called upon to pay a portion 
of the cost of the late Afghan war, it is surprising that some 
Englishmen declare that India is a burden upon England. 
There is no doubt that India has obtained more benefits from 
England than the latter has from the former. But it would 
be absurd to contend that Hagland has obtained no benefit 
at all from her connection with India. Possession of India 
has increased the greatness and prestige of England, and 
enabled Her we the Queen to assume the title of 


Empress. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 27th November 
- publishes a long article in which: the 


editor strongly protests against. the 
encouragement of Oriental learning. The editor states that 


after the establishment of British rule in India, the Bast India 
Company did not for some time recognise its duty towards 
the people in regard to education. When it came to recog- 


India and England. 


The Panjab University. 


nise its duty, it was confronted with the difficult question as to 


whether the people should be instructed in Oriental or West- 
ern literature and science. There is an able article on the 
subject in the Edinburgh Review of January, 1863. The East 
India Company had not the courage to decide the question on 
its own merits. As its rule had not then been firmly: estab- 
lished, it did not deem it wise to encourage the spread of 
English education, which might be opposed to the religious 
prejudices of the people, so it decided in favour of the revival of 
Oriental learning. This continued to be the educational policy 


Macaulay, who was the President of the Board of Education’? 
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at the time, recorded a strong minutéagainst it. He declared it 
to bea sham, and threatened to resign office if it was not changed. 
He said that it did not lead to the advancement of truth; 
on the contrary it was calculated to delay the natural death. 
of expiring natural errors, Fortunately: Lord Macaulay’s strong 
protest had the desired effect. Lord William Bentinck approv- 
ed of his policy, and resolved to promote Western studies in 
India. In accordance with this policy the three Universi- 
ties of Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras, and some colleges 
were established for the furtherance of the cause of high 
English education, and it was decided to promote popular 
education through the medium of vernacular languages. 
The natives have undoubtedly obtained great benefit from 
the spread of high English education. But it is to be 
deeply regretted that the Government has lately shown an 
inclination to adopt a retrogressive policy which is calcula- 
ted to check it. We read with deep concern Lord Lytton's 
speeches which he delivered at some places in the Panjab, and 
which showed that he was inolined.in favour of the promo- 
tions of Oriental studies. We have read with the same feeling 
the address which was lately. presented by the Senate of the 
Panjab University to Lord Ripon, and his reply to it. We 
entirely concur in the views expressed by the Board of Direc- 
tors in their famous educational despatch of 1854. Element- 
ary education should be given to the masses through the ver- 
nacular language, but higher education should be given in 
English. There is a wild clamour in the Panjab for the 
advancement of Oriental learning. We kuow nothing of Sanskrit; 
but as regards Arabic and Persian books, they are filled’ only 
with false praises of kings and obscene love-stories. Is such 
literature calculated to train the intellectual powers or to 
improve the moral character of the student ? The Oriental 
sciences too, such as metaphysics, logio, mathematics, 
history, medicine, physics, &., are in à very backward 
state compared with the Western. sciences. If the Panjab Uni- 
versity means. to publish vernacular translations of books 
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of Western science, the idea is simply absurd. The un- 
soundness of this policy was also sufficiently proved by Lord 
Macaulay. Scores of new books embodying new discoveries 
in science are published every year in Europe. It is practi- 
cally impossible that the University should be able to pub- 


lish translations of those books and keep pace with Western 


science. The factof the matter is that the regeneration of 


India depends entirely upon the spread of English education 
among the natives, 


The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore) of the 24th November states 
The vernacular transia- that it is surprising that, although 
tion st te Viceroy’sdur- the country abounds with good Urdu 
and English scholars, the Government 
has not been able to secure the services of good translators 
for public offices. For some time we received communica- 
tions from the Press Commissioner’s office both in English 
and vernacular. The vernacular translations were very 
unidiomatic. It would seem that they were made by some 
Bengali or by one of those Englishmen who call a gd (cow) 
bel ki memsdhib (madam of an ox). We are still more sur- 
prised at the vernacular translation of the Viceroy’s durbar 
address, which was read out at the durbar by Mr. Lyall. The 
Viceroy’s address was very eloquent and effective, but the trans- 
lation was very badly done. It did not possess any of the 
beauties of the original, and was unidiomatic and ungramma- 
tical. The translator had violated even the most general 
rules of Urdu grammar. The editor quotes some extracts 
from the translation to illustrate the truth of his remarks. 
In the end the editor remarks that if the translators attached 
to Government offices cannot write Urdu correetly, it cannot 
be expected that they can thoroughly understand the vernacu- 
lar newspapers and translate them correctly into English. 


The Koh-i-Mir (Lahore) of the 27th November, referring 


to the remarks made by the & 
The Lahore darbar. A & 
* Hind about tbe Lahore durbar il 


gee a 
om te tee 
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page 781 of tlie Selections from the vernacular newspapers 
for the week ending the 25th November, 1880), says: We are 
sarprised to see such sentiments expressed by our able con- 
temporary. We are surprised not so much because it has 
expressed such stupid sentiments as because it. appears to 
be still ignorant of the principles of British rule. The Gov- 
ernment of India is not a despotic Government. The Viceroy 
cannot do anything without consulting his Council. The 
object the late Lahore durbar was not to make any new 
concessions to traders or to introduce any changes in the settle- 
ment of revenue made with the zamindars, but to bestow 
honours and titles upon the British officers who rendered 
good service during the late military operations in Afghanis- 
tan, and upon the native chiefs of the Panjab who assisted 
the Government. Our contemporary has probably been influ- 
enced by the recollection of the proceedings of the regal 
durbars held by the late Muhammadan kings of India. But 
there is no comparison between the late despotic réyime and the 
present constitutional Government. The tours of the former 
kings in their territories were viewed alike with fear and 
hope by the people. One rich man was seized and all his 
property was taken from him by force, another was loaded with 
honours and at once appointed vazir, and so forth. Does onr con- 
temporary ask for euch rights and privileges? If we have any 
grievances, we should send petitions to Government to redress 
them. It isnot necessary that we should lay them before the 
Viceroy when he pays a visit to our province. Our contem- 
porary says that the immense expense incurred in attending 
the Lahore durbar could have been devoted to better objects 
by the native chiefs. But they have not been put to any 
great expense. They did not come to the durbar with great 
pomp, nor was the durbar held at a very great distance 
from their homes. The value of the presents they received 
was nearly equal to that of their presents. In some cases 
the former even exceeded the latter. The presenting of nazars 
b the feudatory chiefs to the paramount power on such 
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occasions is a good old eustom, and is indicative of the exist- 
ence of friendship between them. It is usual to hold 
durbars in honour of great events. The Lahore durbar was 
held in honour of the termination of the Kabul war. The 
durbar has convinced the people that the war has ended and 
removed all false ideas from their minds. Titles were 
bestowed upon Generals Stewart and Maude, the Nawab of 
Bahawalpur, Sirdar Deva Singh, &. Addresses were pre- 
sented to the Viceroy, and reassuring replies were given by 
him. In these circumstances it is difficult to realize why our 
contemporary considers the durbar to have been useless. 


The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 26th November 
eee dee states that the British Government has 
in the North-Western Pro- bestowed many benefits upon the na- 
i ae tives ; especially the well-to-do classes 
have now such luxuries within their reach as they never former- 
ly dreamt of. But the condition of the cultivators, particu- 
larly in the North-Western Provinces, is simply deplorable. 
The poor cultivator, assisted by his wife and children, works at 
his fields from sunrise to sunset during all seasons of the 
year. He has no clothes to protect his body against the 
inclemencies of the weather. He does not haye even one full 
meal a day. He is deeply involved in debt, and has no 
resources beyond the standing crops. At the time of harvest 
he has to dispose of a large part of the produce to pay his 
rent to the zamindar, and the rest is seized by the village 
“ Shylock,” to whom he is indebted. He has nothing left 
for his support. He depends entirely upon the. assistance 
of the mahajan, who advances him grain in time of need, 
of course at a high rate of interest. It is to be re 
gretted that the Government has hitberto done nothing to 
improve the condition of the agricultural classes. The higher’ 
authorities do not come in contact with them. Unfortu- 
nately even the district officers, who are expected {o, enquire 
into their condition in the course of their cold-weather. urg 
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do not do so. ‘They only spend their time in shooting. In 
our opinion, at all events, the two following measures should 
be adopted at once to ameliorate the condition of the cultiva- 
tors:—(1) The rent should be reduced and no enhance- 


ment made in future. Moreover, the Government should see 
that the landholders do not oppress their tenants. (2) The 
Government should establish agricultural banks, to save the 
cultivators from the extortion of the mahajans. The banks 
should advance grain or money to cultivators at a moderate 
rate of interest on the security of the zamindars. 
The Indian Punch (Lucknow) of the 23rd November 
The Famine Insurance Publishes an article in which India is 
Fond. represented asa woman. She declares 
loudly that she has been robbed of all her property, and calls 
upon the Empress, Parliament, the Prime Minister, the Vice- 
roy, and the District Magistrate for protection. The District 
Superintendent of Police hears the alarm, goes to her, and 
asks her what is the matter. She tells him that she had 
collected some ten or twenty krores of rupees for the support 
of her children in time of famine, but Lord Lytton has: 
unnecessarily spent the whole amount upon the Afghan war 
and has taken his way home. Misfortunes seldom come 


singly. High prices rule the market, and her children are 
dying of starvation. Their sufferings a" been ee 


by the levy of the license-tax. 
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The Quisar-ul-Akhbdr (Allahabad) of the 2805 November Oreulation, 
The Civil Courts, Ghési- complains that the Sessions Judge of 2000 copies, — 


pee. Ghézipur does not allow any man to 
enter his court. In regard to the Subordinate Judge, the editor 
remarks that he smokes in court, and his court resembles more 


a bazar than a court. He is not nw fit. for service aod 


should be made to retire. 5 ae 
PO8T- orion. 


Circulation, 
280 copies, 
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madabad, Gh&zipur. One Ramphapra (sic) received several 
money orders on the 8th November, but he did not receive the 
money till the 18th. One Bahadur Khan received a money- 
order on the 13th November and the money on the 19th. 
The cause of the delay is that the deputy post-master 
has to send for money from the Korantadih tahsil, which 
is 14 miles from Muhammadabad, to pay money- orders. 
There is also delay in the delivery of letters, because 
there are only two peons at the post-office. They have 
to distribute letters and parcels in 195 villages and to go 
to the Korantadih tahsil every third or fourth day to fetch 
money for money-orders. 
DOGAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 
The Agra Akhbdr of the 28th November, in its local ners 


The Municipal Commit. colamn, complains that any man who 
tee, Agra. 


wish: to build a house is exposed to 
great inconvenience. He i to submit a petition together 
with a plan to the municipal eommittee in order to obtain 
permission to build the house. He has to pay at least one 
rupee to the draftsman who prepares the plan for him. There 
is great delay on the part of the committee in granting the 
permission. In the meantime a portion of the building mate- 
rials which he has collected is stolen by his neighbours. The 
police do not allow him to place earth or bricks in the street. 
In order to remove all this inconvenience, the editor makes 


the following proposals for the consideration of the municipal 
committee i 


First, permission should be given by the committee to the 


petitioner to build his house within four days of the date of 
receipt of petition. 


Secondly, the plan of the house for the construction 4 


which permission is sought should be prepared by the muni- 
cipal draftsman. 


Thirdly, the police should not harass the owner of the 
hose until it has been built. When it is completed, he 
should be required to clear the street at once. 


9 


( 805 ) 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbér ( Allahabad) of the 28th November Circulation, 


The killing of kine by States that on. the day of the last Id 8 


S ne festival, Baldeo Sahai, the Kotwal of 
nares. | Benares, issued an order forbidding 
the Musalmans to kill kine on that day. On this about 500 
Musalmans went to the Commissioner and brought the matter 
to his notice. He permitted them to sacrifice kine as usual. 
The Hindus then filed a criminal suit against the Musal- 
mans in the Court of Ray Baldeo Bakhsh, Deputy Magis- 
trate. He replied that he had no power to hear such suits. 
The Hindus are thinking of sending for good vakils from 
Allahabad and of filing a suit in the Court of the Magistrate. 


The Lawrence Gazette (Meerut) of the 29th November, 
The editor of the Dabir- i. referring to the case of the editor of 
Hind. the Dabir-i-Hind, who was prosecuted 
for defamation by the tahsildar of Allahabad and was fined 
Rs. 700 by the Sessions Judge, remarks that some editors 
do not properly understand their duties and consider that 
liberty consists in abusing the officers. It is to be regretted 
that they bring disgrace on their brethern by their misconduct. 


00 copies. 
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